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Next meeting, Thursday, January 19th, 2017 at
McKenzie’s BBQ, 1501 N. Frazier, Conroe – 7pm - Bring a Marine! Friends
and families welcome!

Commandant’s Comments
OORAH
I just wanted to touch base. I hope everyone had a great Christmas and will
have a happy and safe new year.
In case you were not at the Christmas party…. We had one piece of
business that was presented. It was a motion made, seconded and voted on
to hold a weapons raffle. A budget of $2000.00 was approved by the
detachment to purchase the weapons and pay to have tickets and fliers
printed. You also missed a good party.
I hope to see everyone at the January meeting.
Semper Fi, Ron Kost
Commandant
Eastex Detachment

COMING EVENTS
Montgomery County Rodeo Parade
Parade begins at 1pm, Saturday, February 25th, 1pm
Float judging at 12pm
Line up at the usual spot on Metcalf Street near the library in Conroe
Trailer decorators needed
Marines, friends, and others welcome to ride in the parade

TOTS FOR TOTS UPDATE
The 2016 Toys For Tots campaign was a success through the efforts of the
Marine Corps League and many volunteers who worked very hard to make
2016’s toy drive a success.
This year we experienced many wonderful events like the Commissioner’s
6th Annual Christmas Party, the Edward Jones Financial Toy Drive (1662
toys collected), and many other events that we were able to help with.
$23,700 was raised by Danny and Connie Chandler and approximately
34,600 toys were given out to almost 10,800 children.
Here’s an extra “Thank You” to Steve Thomas who not only put in the
extra effort, but had to listen to me when things were not going quite right.
Once again, “Thanks” to all of you for the extra effort you put forth in
2016.
Semper Fidelis,
Morris Joe (Mojo) Diehl
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Hundreds of U.S. Marines land in Norway
Some 300 U.S. Marines landed in Norway on Monday for a six-month
deployment, the first time since World War Two that foreign troops have
been allowed to be stationed there, in a deployment which has irked
Norway's Arctic neighbor Russia.
Officials played down any link between the operation and NATO concerns
over Russia, but the deployment coincides with the U.S. sending several
thousand troops to Poland to beef up its Eastern European allies worried
about Moscow's assertiveness.
Marines from Camp Lejeune in North Carolina landed a little after 10 am
CET at a snow-covered Vaernes airport near Trondheim, Norway's thirdlargest city, where temperatures were reaching -2 degrees Celsius (28
degrees Fahrenheit).
U.S. troops are to stay in Norway for a year, with the current batch of
Marines being replaced after their six-month tour is complete.
A spokesman for the Norwegian Home Guards, who will host the Marines at
the Vaernes military base, about 1,500 km (900 miles) from the Russian
border, said the U.S. troops will learn about winter warfare.
"For the first four weeks they will have basic winter training, learn how to
cope with skis and to survive in the Arctic environment," said Rune
Haarstad, a Home Guard spokesman. "It has nothing to do with Russia or the
current situation."
In March the Marines will take part in the Joint Viking exercises, which will
also include British troops, he added.

The Russian Embassy in Oslo did not immediately reply to a
request for comment by Reuters on Monday. It questioned the
need for such a move when it was announced in October.RSS

4 Things You May Not Know About
the U.S. Marine Corps
The United States Marine Corps was created on November 10, 1775, when the
Continental Congress resolved that “two Battalions of Marines be raised” to serve as
landing forces and shipboard security for the recently organized navy fleet. From this
early role as “soldiers at sea,” the Corps later evolved into an independent land, air and
sea force known for serving as the tip of the spear during American combat operations
abroad. On the anniversary of its creation, explore four surprising facts about one of the
most storied branches of the armed forces.

1. According to legend, the first Marine Corps recruitments took place in a bar.

Marine tradition holds that the Corps was formed in a bar. The story dates to lateNovember 1775, when newly commissioned Captains Samuel Nicholas and
Robert Mullan supposedly organized the first Marine Corps muster at Tun
Tavern, a popular watering hole in Philadelphia. The two officers are said to have
lured potential Marines with mugs of beer and the promise of adventure on the
high seas, and their recruits later made up the first five companies that served
aboard Continental Navy ships. While there’s little hard evidence to back up the
tavern tale—some historians maintain that a pub called the Conestoga Wagon
was the more likely recruitment site—it remains a part of Marine lore to this day.

2. The Marine Band is nicknamed “The President’s Own.”

First formed in 1798, the Marine Corps’ military band is famous for having performed at
the inauguration of every American president since Thomas Jefferson in 1801. Jefferson
nicknamed the Marine Band “The President’s Own,” and since then, its main purpose has
been to provide music for the commander in chief at state dinners, parades and other
functions. The band is best known for its marches—“The Stars and Stripes Forever”
composer John Philip Sousa was once its director—but it has also played classical and
opera music according to the tastes of the president and his guests. It once even
performed a Scott Joplin ragtime tune at the request of Theodore Roosevelt’s daughter.
3. The Marine Corps is part of the Department of the Navy

While the Marine Corps is its own branch of
the U.S. military, it falls under the administration of the Department of the Navy. This
close working relationship dates back to the American Revolution and has been affirmed
by several acts of Congress. Marines serve aboard Navy ships and often train alongside
sailors, and many Marine officers attend the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis.
Marines have also operated under the authority of the Army, most famously during
World War I, when the Fourth Marine Brigade was attached to the Second Infantry
Division in Europe.

4. More Marines died at World War I’s Battle of Belleau Wood than in their entire
history up to that point.

Marines served in every American war of the 18th and 19th centuries, but their original
role as naval troops and ship’s guards meant that they were only rarely tested in land
battles. That changed in June 1918, when Marines under Army General James Harbord
clashed with German forces positioned in a French hunting preserve known as Belleau
Wood. Ignoring calls to withdraw—Captain Lloyd Williams famously said, “Retreat?
Hell, we just got here”—the Marines held their ground against a German assault and later
spearheaded an Allied counterattack on June 6. Over the next three weeks, Marines and
Army troops made a half-dozen attempts to seize the woods. They braved deadly
machine gun fire and poison gas, and were often forced to fight hand-to-hand with
bayonets. Finally, on June 26, the Marines successfully drove the last of the Germans
from Belleau Wood. Media coverage of the victory played a major role in establishing
the Corps’ reputation as an elite fighting force, but it came at a sobering cost. Over 5,000
Marines were killed or wounded in the battle—more than in all their engagements of the
18th and 19th centuries combined.

